
ASSIGNMENT DETAILS

PARTNER ORGANISATION OVERVIEW

Policy Officer (Child Health and Protection).

Kiribati

This assignment has been negotiated in good faith with the Partner Organisation, and the information contained was correct at 

the time of acceptance of the request. However, while we take responsibility for matters under our direct control, all assignments 

and arrangements are subject to change. This assignment may be amended or withdrawn to reflect changes in circumstances.

Assignment title Policy Officer (Child Health and Protection).

Start date

Time commitment
(Remote volunteers only)

Part-time (less than 25 hours per week)

7/06/2021

Australian   

Organisation
 Yes (DFAT, FPNSW)

The Reproductive Maternal Newborn Child Adolescent Health (RMNCAH) Program is an intergrated program and a division under the 

Public Health Services within the Ministry of Health & Medical Services (MHMS) of the Government of Kiribati. The program had 

become integratedly operating as one of the Public health programs since 2015 until date. RMNCAH is under the mandatory and 

directorate of the Director of Public Helath who is also the Chair to the National RMNCAH Steering Committee.

In line with the National Health Strategic Plan 2020-2023, RMNCAH will contribute to the National health Strategic Objective 2: " 

Improve access to and utilization of quality reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health, Health Promotion and High 

Impact Nutrition Intervention Services". The program is committed to the overall vision, mission and values of the MHMS. Our Vision:  

"Rikiraken Kiribati man te botanaomata ae e marurung raoi: A Healthy Population Supported by an Accessible, Equitable and Quality 

Health Care Services". Our Mission: To provide and deliver quality health care services through our hospitals and community-based 

health care facilities to all people of Kiribati. Our Values include: Respect; People-focused; Equity; Quality; Integrety and Accountability. 

Partner Organisation Reproductive Maternal Neonatal Child Adolescent Health Program

Location Main Hospital Nawerewere,Bikenibeu ,Tarawa

Website of Partner Organisation
N/A

Type of assignment Remote

Duration of assignment 12 weeks
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ASSIGNMENT DETAILS

Duties and responsibilities of the volunteer

To exchange ideas and make consensus with the team on the tentative plans and logistics for implementation of the assigned task

To work closely and collaboratively with RMNCAH team including Director of Public Health and mostly the child health Program 

manager, in ensuring the work and targets or timelines for this assignement are well on track

To share, on completion the first draft of the Policy to the team and give adequate time for the team to make inputs and to share 

feedbacks before the first draft that may needs to be put forward for further review and inputs from the higher management level 

having the final final version circulated for endorsement

To initiate meetings and consultations with local key stakeholders through zoom meeetings or other applicable channels

Assignment overview

Assignment objectives

Provide support and technical advice on the benefits and development of a draft Policy on Child Health Protection, which will reflect 

the key areas of Child health, child protection and safeguarding 

Child Health Mortality and Morbidity rates had been constantly high in Kiribati. Despite the many programs and interventions, there 

was gradual reductions in the rates but still Kiribati would be amongst those islands in the region with high mortality and morbidity 

rates especially in 0-5 aged group. There were a number of identified gaps that contributed to the health status of the children of 

Kiribati. As one strategy in contributing to addressing the current situation of child health in Kiribati, the Child Health program is 

therefore seeking for a Policy Technical Advisor on Child health & protection. The Policy TA will be working closely mostly with the 

child health program manager in the development, drafting and finalizing of a Policy that will strengthen and enforces Child health 

program. Having the Policy in place will ensure a strong system  in place for a safer and healthier I-Kiribati generation. RMNCAH Team 

under the directorate of the Director of Public Health (DPH) will be very much keen to work with and learn from the assigned 

volunteer and vise versa. 

To exchange experiences and lessons learnt that will contribute to improving Child health program in Kiribati

To include all people directly affected by the volunteer assignment in the Partner Organisation and community, using strategies that 

promote: gender equality; inclusion of youth; inclusion of people with a disability; child protection and safeguarding; inclusion of 

marginalised groups.

To guide/facilitate the development of the Child Health Protection Policy, including facilitating consultations and validations of the 

developed policy towards finalization.

To ensure the Policy is well designed and constructed in line with the National Health Strategic Plan and Kiribati Development Plan
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Desirable skills, language and experience

Selection criteria

Hours and days of work Not applicable due to remote modality of the assignment, but for remote or virtual 

consultations and contacts may be once every week for 2-3hrs or more as necessary 

Have been exposed to Pacific island context 

Is fluencial both in spoken and written english and keen to learn Kiribati language as well

Is keen to learn about Kiribati and the culture

Candidate with Child Health or child protection related backgrounds (e.g As a psycho-social/health profession or related field)

Adequate qualifications on Policy Making or related fields

Has previous experince and skills as a Technical advisor, preferably in child protection in a  health setting or context

Is competent/fluencual in speaking and writing in English

Has essential knowledge and experiences of Kiribati or compatible Pacific Island countries

N/ALeave

Line Manager  Child Health Program Manager Mr Teakireke Tokataake

Staff Supervision Currently No since he/she will be working remotely

LIVING AS A VOLUNTEER

Professional indemnity insurance No - This assignment is not deemed to require professional indemnity insurance

The volunteer should consult the partner organisation about the need for professional 

indemnity insurance for the role prior to departure. Where required and/or considered essential 

to hold this insurance, please discuss this with the Volunteer Services Manager in Melbourne 

prior to departure.  

(Required for all volunteers who are 

acting as a medical, allied health or legal 

professional whilst on assignment.)

Language support is provided during the in-country orientation period. Most often, additional 

resources for further development later in the assignment will be available if required. 

Country profile

$18.00 for part-time

https://www.australianvolunteers.com/countries/kiribati

Learn more about the host country location by reading the country profile. We encourage 

candidates to research the specific location of this assignment as it will be discussed and 

addressed with a recruitment officer during the interview process. 

Working relationships The volunteer will be working directly with the Program Manager and also with other two staff 

including the Director of Public Health.

The Australian Volunteers Program supports volunteers from preparing to go on assignment through to returning home. For a 

https://www.australianvolunteers.com/volunteering/lifestyle-and-support/ full breakdown of support provided, please visit:

The allowance levels are based on the cost of living in the host country location and are listed in 

$AUD. Allowances will be reviewed periodically and may increase or decrease. 

Living allowance

Accommodation allowance N/A

Language support
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Due to security, cultural, legal or visa restrictions associated with this location, we ask that applicants disclose: 

  • If they want their same-sex partner to accompany them on assignment. 

  • If they want their partner, to whom they are not legally married, to accompany them on assignment. 

  • If they want their child(ren) to accompany them on assignment.

  • If they have a criminal conviction where a criminal conviction may be relevant to the inherent requirements of the assignment. 

(Delete any that do not apply)

We actively support and encourage people of all backgrounds and abilities to volunteer internationally, and aim to make the program 

as accessible and inclusive as possible. The program has a dedicated Indigenous Programs Coordinator to support Aboriginal and/or 

Torres Strait Islander volunteers, who can be contacted at indigenouspathways@australianvolunteers.com. Access and inclusion plans 

are available for volunteers with disabilities, to ensure their assignments and living and working arrangements are made more 

accessible.
Personal circumstances

HOW TO APPLY

All applications must be submitted online through the Australian Volunteers Program website. If you have not already done so, you will 

need to register on our website prior to applying. For more information about how to apply, please visit:

https://www.australianvolunteers.com/volunteering/how-it-works
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